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‘Electricity (Amendment) Bill
will power healthy competition’

OUR BUREAU
wolkats, August 18
Ram Naresh Singh, Chalrman,
Damodar Valley Corporation
(DVC) on Thursday said that the
Electricity (Amendment) Bill
2022, if passed, would lead to
*healthy and ethical competi-
tion" tn the industry.
o The central povernment
hopes to bring in open access
sby allowing consumers the
Lgight to choose their electricity

m. regardless of who
. the physical infra
E Once enacted, “Ttwill lead 1o
a consumer driven market and
monopoly of suppliers will not
be there. There has to be a
healthy and ethical competi-
on,” Singh said at an event or-

ganised by the Merchants'

Chamber of Commerce %

Industry.

Expanding infrastructure

DVC plans to enhance its pres
ence in the T&D (transmission
iand distribution) Infrastruc
‘ture. The utility, which has so far

focussed on industry, islooking
to attract’ residential con-
sumers within its command
area. DVC is developing distri-
bution network at level of 1 kv
as well and has set up a dedic-
ated distribution wing for de-
veloping infrastructure.

It has prepared DPR for retail
distribution and plans to invest
¥ 1,007 crore by 2025 to develop
1 kV infrastructure at 39 loca-
tdons beginning with Ku-
mardhubi, BIADA and Ko
derma it had recently
announced.

Doubling power plans

Apart from this, DVC hasdrawn
a roadmap for doubling power
generation capacity close to
14,000 MW by rampingupboth
thermal power and renewable
energy at an estimated invest-
ment of $50,000 crore over the
next seven-to-eight years.

It currently has a total gener-
atlon capacity of 6,901 MW in-
cluding 147.2 MW hyde! power
and 3.82 MW of rooftop solar
project.
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DVC plans extra mvast of a round 30K in next llel:ane

flrﬂ.iﬂrs.s
R. P. Singh,

R. N. Singh
R SOV

atMukhedﬂﬂ DG, MCCT, ﬂamud.rn Goel, Chairman, Council on Power, HCCI

airman, DVC, Lalit Beriwala, Sr. Vice President, MCCT an interactive session

on Evelving Role Of DVC: The Road Ahead at MCCI in Kolkais, on Thursday.

MI News Service, Kolkata: DVC contem-
plates to invest huge sum in the next
decade in the era of ‘Atmya Nirbhar
Bharat’. R N Singh, Chairman, Damodar
Valley Corporation (DVC) intimated the
fact as he graced the occasion at a seminar
organized by the Merchant Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (MCCT) at Kolkata,
H N Singh Turther informed, “India has
traversed a big journey from a power
deficit nation to power supply nation and
that too at an enviable pace,” He also in-
formed that DV envisages generating
15000 MW by 2020. He also emphasized
on solar and Hydro pump storage project
intluding special emphasis in the domain
of renewable energy. As per sources from
DVC, it is giving much importance on
green hydrogen and battery storage sec-

tor. The sources also confirmed coming up
of additional Thermal Units (TU) at Durga-
pur, Raghunathpur, & Koderma. Singh
also intimated the fact that DVC contem-
plates Lo invest in areas like ground solar
projects and Noating solar projects as well,
DVC aims to built up 2000MW floating
solar PV plant at DVC Dam in Maithon by
2024 — 25, DVC also plans to build up 120
MW ground solar PV plant at DV stations
by 2024 — 25. He also mentioned that the
importance of thermal power projects can-
not be undermined al any stage and its de-
mand has to be taken care of with offoctive
proficiency. While inleracting, Singh also
intimated that monopoly in power gener-
ation and distribution is not a salubrious
phenomenon and healthy and ethical com-
petition is imparative in this respectl.
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(L-R) Abhijit Sen, DVC, Dr. Sougat Mukherjee, DG, MCCI, Devendra
Goel, Chalrman, Council on Power, MCCI, R P Singh, Chalrman, DVC,
Lalit Beriwala, Sr. Vice President, MCC| ond Arup Sarkar, Member,
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